CHAPTER XI
WAR
THE sufferings wrought by the War played havoc with
the health and spirits of the Mocmskos. Their strength
was undermined by makeshift food, bread tasting of
sawdust, so-called mutton that was dog, while their
worn-out clothing afforded them but little protection
from the bitter cold.
Olga bore a close resemblance to Marie and promised
to become a very beautiful woman, provided hardships
neither coarsened her skin nor sharpened her features*
At the outbreak of War, her general education terminated
abruptly, for Freda took a post to release a man for the
front, while Miss Brown, who was in England, did not
return to Grafburg, The anxiety about her mother
caused Olga to develop prematurely, and she was acutely
sensitive about living on the Mociuskos' charity, owing
to the failure of Marie's remittances to reach their
destination. After the outbreak of War, Marie continued
to make her monthly payments to Madame Mociusko
through the post, but when she received no acknowledg-
ments she feared that the money had gone astray, and,
acting on Vronsky's advice, she interviewed the Rou-
manian Consul in New York. This official undertook
to send money and letters to his colleague in Graf burg.
Marie imagined that the Mociuskos received her
communications, and was unaware that her remittances
were misapprorpriated by dishonest clerks in the
Roumanian Consulate in Grafburg,
Olga felt that the death of Petroff in an internment
camp dried the source of energy from which her artistic
battery was charged, and that she was no longer a genius^
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